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Charging/Refunds Policy

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum with the exception of individual or group music tuition.

Voluntary contributions
When organising school trips or visits, which enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the trip. All contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others.

If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity. Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit. Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded. The school provides this information on request.

The following is a list of additional activities organised by the school, which require voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This list is not exhaustive:

•visits to museums;

•sporting activities which require transport expenses;

•outdoor adventure activities;

•visits to the local Arts Centre;

•school trips; 

•musical events.

Swimming
The school organises swimming lessons for KS1 & KS2 pupils. These take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We request a voluntary contribution to help with transporting the children to the venue. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place and we ask parents for their written permission for their child to take part in swimming lessons.
Residential visits
If the school organises a residential visit in school time, which is to provide education directly related to the National Curriculum, we do not make any charge for the education.   However, we do make a charge to cover the costs of board, lodging and travel expenses.  If parents are experiencing financial difficulty they are invited to speak in confidence to the headteacher 

Music tuition
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.

There is a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the National Curriculum. A peripatetic music teacher teaches individual or small group lessons. We make a charge for these lessons.   We give parents information about additional music tuition throughout the academic year.
After school, tea time and breakfast clubs

These are charged at £3.00 per 45 minute session or £3.00 per part hour. Friday after school club charge is £2 for 30 minute session. Some clubs may be charged at a higher rate if bought-in coaches are hired. Please ask the office staff for details. Some clubs, such as cookery, will require the fee per half term to be paid in advance on a strictly first-come first-served basis. 
REFUNDS

The Governing Body has determined that should there be a surplus of more than £1 per pupil, regarding any school activity requiring voluntary contributions, it will be refunded to the parents. 

Charging Policy for Childcare at Ingoldisthorpe C of E Nursery
Government funding is intended to cover the cost to deliver 15 or 30 hours a week of free, high quality, flexible childcare only. It is not intended to cover the cost of meals, consumables, additional hours or additional services.

Additional hours and services will be charged at the current hourly rate where hours are not funded as Early Education by the Local Authority.
Charges for additional services such as trips will be agreed in advance with families.
The following charges apply when taking a free entitlement place –

•
Cost of Meals £2.30
The above charges are voluntary.  Families are able to supply their own.  It may be possible to waive or reduce these costs, please discuss this with office staff.
There is no charge for the following –

•
 Snacks

•
Consumables

The free entitlements will be delivered consistently so that all children accessing any of the free entitlements will receive the same quality and access to provision, regardless of whether they opt to pay for optional hours, services, meals or consumables.

The local authority will not intervene where parents choose to purchase additional hours of provision or additional services, providing that this does not affect the parent’s ability to take up their child’s free place. The provider should be completely transparent about any additional charges.

A deposit is not charged.

The entitlement is offered free.  Parents will not be charged a “top-up” fee to recoup the difference between the amount received from the Local Authority and the current hourly rate.

Scope

• The Education Act 2002 offered the opportunity to develop the provision of child care within maintained schools.

• Maintained schools are being encouraged to develop ‘wraparound’ day care for 3 and 4 year olds attending funded Early Years Foundation Stage Education.

• The Department of Education advises schools that while the free entitlement at the point of delivery is statutory, provision beyond 15 hours is classed as extended up to 30 hours and is also a free entitlement for qualifying families. See Child care Act 2006, the Secretary of State’s code of Practice 2010, and the Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance (Mar 2017).
• The governing body of Ingoldisthorpe C of E Primary School and Nursery makes its charges for additional child care under Section 27 of the Education Act 2002.

Equalities implications

Children

• The opportunity of on-site wraparound care will help enhance children’s wellbeing and achievements promoting secure foundations for future learning and life.

• The provision of quality nursery places for 3 and 4 year olds will help parents to return to work, education and training. This will support families in reducing the impact of poverty.

Policy Aims

• Ensure our charges are fair and affordable.

• Review all charges regularly.

• All parents/careers will be given notice of increased charges in the term prior to its effective date.

• The primary objective of any monetary increase is made to sustain the nursery.

• We will be aware of the charges made by other nursery providers.

• The government’s free universal entitlement which covers 15 hours per week, as well as the extended up to 30 hours entitlement, over a minimum of 38 weeks, will be maintained at all times subject to session availability.

• Ensure that the childcare we offer is flexible and meets the needs of working parents.

• Ensure parents can easily identify on their invoice what charges are in relation to the additional hours from their free provision

Child care charges

• Childcare provision will be available from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (six hours), five days a week, 38 weeks of the year.

• Parents are not obliged to purchase additional hours or pay lunchtime charges in order to secure free provision.

• The charging policy covers children accessing day care additional to the Early Year Foundation Stage funded education.

• No charge can be made for the Early Years Foundation Stage funded education place of 15 hours per week or extended 30 hours provision (provided the family qualifies for the provision), but parents/cares can purchase additional childcare provision where available.

• The costings are based on resource requirements to meets Early Years Foundation Stage and Ofsted regulations.

Registration of interest

You can register an interest in a place at Ingoldisthorpe C of E Nursery for your child by completing an on-line or hard copy Registration of Interest Form any time after your child is born free of charge.

Application for a Nursery Place

If you choose to apply for a place at Ingoldisthorpe C of E we recommend you complete this at least 6 months prior to date of required commencement.

Pricing Structure

Additional child care may be purchased at a cost of £12 per 3 hour session where available (from April 2018).

Payment details, terms and conditions and collections arrangements form part of the admissions policy and procedures.

• Parents will only be invoiced for those sessions not covered by the free nursery entitlement.

For example, parents of a 3 year old eligible for funding attending 5 morning sessions of 3 hours per week term time of 38 weeks would not to make any additional payment, provided that the nursery entitlement is not being claimed for session at any other providers.

Timing of payments

• All fees are payable in advance on the first of each month.

• Full year contract fees are payable monthly and are calculated over 38 weeks of the year, as we close for all statutory school holidays.

• Termly contract fees (38 weeks) are paid monthly in 12 equal instalments.

• Payment by, cheque, online transactions, cash payments or child care vouchers. Any charges arising from payment in un-cleared funds will be passed on to the parent.

• Charges will be made for sessions even when a child is absent through sickness or holidays.

• Charges will be made for sessions when the nursery is unable to open due to circumstances beyond our control e.g. extreme weather, flooding etc

This is because the overheads of the nursery such as staffing still have to be covered.

• Additional charges may apply for special events e.g. Christmas Party etc.

Parents/carers will be notified in advance when this is the case.

• The notice period for withdrawing a child from Ingoldisthorpe C of E Nursery is one calendar month.

Non-payment fees

• Payment of unpaid fees will normally be pursued through a reminder, letter(s), referral to the board of governors, and then to the small claims court.

• If payment has not been received within 4 weeks of the date of the invoice then the child’s place at nursery will be at risk.

Changes to sessions

Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate short term changes to nursery sessions such as changing from a Thursday morning to a Friday afternoon for one week only, as this makes planning appropriate staffing cover very difficult and increases administrative time and costs.

• £5.00 contract amendment fee charged for long term changes

Additional fees

Ingoldisthorpe C of E Nursery reserves the right to impose charges for late collection of children or for the non-collection of children up to £3.65 for every hour or part hour, to cover the additional staff costs incurred, in accordance with our non-collection of children policy.

Voluntary contributions

Voluntary contributions are requested to cover the cost of trips and special events organised to enrich the delivery of the curriculum. No child will be excluded if a contribution is not received, however plans may have to be cancelled if sufficient contributions are not received.

Support for Child Care Costs

• Parents/carers may be able to access a range of tax benefits and grants to support child care cost

• Child care costs cannot be met directly from the school budget.

